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The Book of Aesthetic Education of the Modern School

In 1901, on his return from Paris, Francesc Ferrer i Guardia founded
the La Escuela Moderna in Barcelona, a pedagogical project based on a
free, rational, secular, holistic, and egalitarian education. At a time when
education was under the auspices of the Catholic Church, Ferrer i Guardia
took as a starting point the traditions of modern pedagogy and adapted
them to the revolutionary message that anarchists and freethinkers were
spreading among the new social groups created in the wake of the Indus-
trial Revolution. In addition to the school, there was also a library, a print-
ing shop, a public lecture room, and a series of extracurricular facilities,
all aimed at the creation of freethinkers in reaction to class inequalities
and to the struggle to overcome the dogmatisms of the time.

Although art education did not figure in Ferrer’'s pedagogical program,
several articles published in the school's monthly newsletter point to
the role of the artist in society and the advantages of including artistic
activities in the learning process. The school ceased to develop after
the death of its founder in 1909, and today we can only ask ourselves
what its approach to art would have been: What artists would they have
studied? What texts would have been used? What position would the
school have taken with respect to the diversity of artistic and discursive
practices of the time? But we can also ask ourselves: How can we bring
these discourses and questions into the present and update such a val-
uable legacy despite it being left out of official narratives?

To address this and other questions, the project by Priscila Fernandes
(Coimbra, Portugal, 1981) transforms Espai 13 into a classroom. Furniture
and all necessary equipment for conducting an educational program, re-
productions of artworks and posters, and a recently published book all
form part of an installation with a double function: they form the foun-
dation of the exhibition and also host the activities related to the project.
The starting point is the book ;Y el Arte? The Book of Aesthetic Education
of the Modern School, the title of which is taken from the last article pub-
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lished in the Boletin, the school's newsletter, and which is also the title of
the exhibition. Within the book are a series of texts written up until 1909
by critics, philosophers, and artists that establish a dialogue with repro-
ductions of artworks from the same period. The book provides a glimpse at
the different debates at the time, ideas which could very well have formed
part of Ferrer's educational doctrine with respect to art. Within Espai 13
the book can be found in different areas of the space, and is available for
consultation together with other publications from La Escuela Moderna on
loan from the Fundacié Ferrer i Guardia for the exhibition.

In the gallery space, the surfaces of tables and chairs are engraved with
abstractions reminiscent of works by artists of that period, though rather
than the subtle and sophisticated lines one would expect, they recall the
drawings that students make on their desks during class. This furniture is
also used in the parallel activities and their arrangement varies with each
occasion, creating different geometries within the space. In that regard,
Friction Pedagogies, Lesson 0's pedagogical mediation program, offers a
teacher training course with certain sessions open to the public. These ac-
tivities are publicized in the gallery in a series of posters that take up the
style of the advertisements in the Boletin and are arranged throughout
the space alongside the other elements, such as a clock or a relief draw-
ing made with chewing gum under one of the tables.

The work of Priscila Fernandes has of late focused on the ways in
which knowledge is transmitted and on how ideologies dictate various
forms of education, particularly in contemporary society when they are
associated with play, creativity, or productivity. On this occasion, the art-
ist uses the legacy of Ferrer | Guardia in order to explore other relevant
aspects of the history and art of that period and to question certain gaps
within them. She steers clear of any hint of celebration, commemora-
tion, or utopian vision to foster a lively space for discussion and debate,
a meeting place where the past converges with the demands of today's
educational environment, and where the ideas of the exhibition are ac-
tivated, practiced, and implemented in a dialogue with participants, the
public, the objects, and the exhibition space itself.

Friction Pedagogies: Teachers’ Course

In connection with the exhibition by Priscila Fernandes, and elaborated
on the basis of the key ideas of her art project (pedagogical alternatives
and art education), Friction Pedagogies began its journey challenging an
essential collective, teachers, with a course entitled Seminar of Practical
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Thinking on Pedagogical Innovation and Renewal through Art Education:

Debates, Tools, Methodologies, and Educational Proposals),' developed in
coordination with Barcelona’s board of education, the Consorci d'Educacio.

This was also a way of, from the outset, focusing the debate on education
and how it relates to school, which, without minimizing its own important
role in such a debate, pointed to the transformations needed in education-
al institutions. It was moreover essential that the course was also open to
other interested educational agents, such as artists, curators, and art critics.
The course’s main themes were: (1) pedagogical alternatives and school;
(2) art education, creativity, and forms of contemporary work; and (3) meth-
odologies of art research in relation to pedagogical processes. The work-
ing method was based on the participants sharing their past experiences,
knowledge, and expectations, which led to the creation of work groups
composed of different profiles with the ultimate goal of intervening in a
particular educational context. Far from trying to provide universally appli-
cable recipes, the course sought to incorporate the complexity involved in
the collective creation of forms of pedagogical relationships. Thus in eight
sessions held approximately every fifteen days, a diverse group of individ-
uals participated in roundtable discussions, which were open to the gener-
al public and featuring invited guests,’ of internal brainstorming and men-
toring sessions that led to the development of interdisciplinary education
projects. During this process that brought together teachers and other pro-
fessionals, from different generations and with different viewpoints on the
topics discussed, there emerged multiple points of contact, but also differ-
ences. Therefore the most important aspect of the sessions was the group’s
ability to maintain the debates open until the end and, notwithstanding,
generate proposals, some of which were ultimately implemented.

Priscila Fernandes

&Y el arte?The Book of Aesthetic
Education of the Modern School
2014

L https://pedagogiesdefriccio.wordpress.com/curs-de-professorat.
The guests were Assemblea Groga (Oscar Simd), the project Inter-Accions (Sergi Selvas and Marta Carrasco), Institut Quatre Can-
tons, Centre de Recursos Pedagogics Llibertaris Josefa Martin Luengo, Adria Rodriguez de Alos-Moner, the project EN RESIDENCIA
(Carles Giner), Escola Serralavella (Marisol Anguita), the collective Sinapsis (Cristian And), Priscila Fernandes, and Rachel Fendler.

77

/ ESP /




Priscila Fernandes

The Book of Aesthetic Education of
the Modern School, 2014
Installation view




Priscila Fernandes

The Book of Aesthetic Education of
the Modern School, 2014
Installation view

80 81




Priscila Fernandes

The Book of Aesthetic Education of
the Modern School, 2014

Original publications of La Escuela
Moderna, on loan from the Fundacié
Francesc Ferrer i Guardia

Priscila Fernandes

The Book of Aesthetic Education of
the Modern School, 2014
Installation view




84

Priscila Fernandes

The Book of Aesthetic Education of
the Modern School, 2014
Installation view

85

|'m
<|o|u=Z

SREER
al*eFa

Pedagogies de friccid és el programa de
mediacié_ pedagogica del cicle diexposi-
cions Lesson o de Espal 13 de la Fun-
dacib Joan Miro. EL seu objectiu és crear
relacions productives i critiques entre els
projectes artstics ques hipresenteni col-
lectius com ara mestres, estudiants, ar-
tistes, comissaris, educadors de museu,
joves i organitzacions culturals i socials,
entre daltres.

1 1

Qﬂq i
E<‘Q|G

a S8 (5]

jes s the pe:

It aims at creating both pro-
ductive and  critical relationships be-

project The Book

Per al proj The
Book of Aesthetic Education of the Modern
School,

of Aesthetic Education of the Modern
‘School, Friction Pedagogies has organ-

un curs de formacib adresat a professors
de primaria i secundaria centrat en dos.

‘school teachers with a twofold focus: 1. to
discuss. ibilite sroots.

Guna educacié popular i una transforma-
i pedag Iy de Ual-

education and.

gras:
edagogical transforma-
tic-

tra, en les possibiliats i

ta creativitat en Ueducacié contemporania

Per acabar, els professors participants

desenvoluparan una actiitat pedagdgica

amb els seus alumnes relacionada amb.
(Espai 13-

Inrelation
paradoxes of_creatiity has for co

on. Finally, the part
develop a pedage
students in relt

s debts
aiscussisgeneral.

generat debat.

Pera msinformaci

For mare nformatin:

Coordinat per Aida Sinchez do Serdia | Siapsis
Cristan AR

Coordinated by Alda Sinchez de Serdio and
Sinapas Cristan A

'EDUCACID CREATIVITAT |

Un debatsabre s possbiltts s pa-

napsis, Jaron Rowan, E artinel  Gre-
adors enrsidenca

gl 1, o o M. P e Mo
508 B

s ot e, At gt

shchpivas
ntmacon @i o

SESSIGESSION
L
INTRO{NTRO-
DUCpuUC-
CI0 ALTIONTO
SEMITHE SE-
NARMINAR

reday 16/0ct/2014 6-8 pm

Dijous 16/0ct/2014 18-20Fhur b

|NTRODUCCIO DEL CURS | DERSrRopDUCTION TO THE
PARTICIPANTS pARTICIPANTS
i n-
Activita adresada als PATEiPaifony designed for the partielpents &
Inserits en el curs de professoraliqd in the teacher training coUrs¢

et 15, Fndacs oo Mg 3, pundacJun WS
vt o OO B gt OB Brclrs

ART METHODOLOGIES: MODES
Thursday 27/nov/2014 6-8 pm

A session with Priscila
Fernandes about at practice
as research and art method-

w =
=
N=—N—] 1 £ £
— — L
(X7 = £ B
2.
[T X 7] — g82
Lid Lid =T 232
EEH
wLwLoN (= EEEH
STIQUES:
ART EDUCATION, CREATVITY AND.
CONTEMPORARY WORKNG HETHOLS Dious 27nov2014 1820
Adsttown st spesesn -
‘sibiites and paradoxes of creatvty in Una sessi6 amb Priscila
- mm:: Fermandes sobre les
. practiques artistiques com
st ). i oo A cseat i s
Leeilldrenlaldis artstiques on oducaco
Moot S oo o stk iomes: portuguis | castel. Actvtat
P — i e
femy
[ty o, st on W .
Vorie 0o e
Sessio
Preparacio
6 deprojeces 5
educatius amb Session
s pariipants 6
January
10t 2015
10 de
Dissabte gEnen
Preparation
of educational
rojcts ith
nznici::ﬁ\u Espai Taller,
teachers. Fundaci6 Joan
2015 Mird, Parc e
Montjuic, 08038
Barcelona
Espai Taller,
Fundacid Joan
Mird, Parc de
Montjuic, 08038 Eventfortheparicpans
Barceora e 2
raiingcourse 10 728>
/ HH
14h 2888 5217
iizs f5-: @
10am 3D fgex m
/ $3°% szg
28 @ 58
2pm e r— iz 2 55, H 2
participants inscrits en g g - g N °~
[o— Saturday s ic

Priscila Fernandes

The Book of Aesthetic Education of

the Modern School, 2014

Posters

SESSION 2 | PANEL 1
PEDAGOGICAL ALTER-
NATIVES AND THE

SCHOOL SESSIG 2 | DEBAT 1

A debate on the pos-
sibilities for a grass-
roots education and a
pedagogical transfor-
‘mation in relation to
present-day schools
against a backdrop
of attacks on educa-

ALTERNATIVES PEDAGD: s
GIQUES | 'ESCOLA versal right.

Thursoay 30 / 0ct/ 2014
6-8em

Participants: Inter-Accions, Institut
Quatre Cantons, Centre de Recursos
Pedaggics Llibertaris Josefa Martin

Luengo i Assemblea Groga

With: Inter-Accions, Institut
Quatre Cantons, Centre
de Recursos Pedagogics
Llibertaris Josefa Martin
Luengo, and Assemblea Groga

Event in Catalan/Spanish.
Opento all. Enroliment at:

Idiomes: catald | castella. Activitat
gratuta, Inscripci6 prévia a:

SESSION
THURSDAY 11
DECEMBER

DEBATE WITH THE pagrcy.

PANTS ABOUT THE PREVIQUS
SESSIONS

EVENT FOR THE pagrcy.
PANTS ENROLLED IN Tig
TEACHER TRAINING Course

E8Pai 13, Fundacid Joan irg

reelona

Session 8
tion of the
il projects
nly for the
s enrolled
°r training
Date, time
ation to be
confirmed

Sessi6 8
itacio dels
educatius
ecada als
nscrits en
-ofessorat
ai lloc per
confirmar

m

N
Parc de Moniiic m
P —] g
T oo
=
m

Un debat sobre les pos-
sibilitats d'una educacio
popular i una transforma-
ci6 pedagogica de I'es-
cola actual en un context
datac contra l'educacio
entesa com a dret basic
universal.

Duous 30/oc1/2014
18-20%

Espai 13
Fundacid Joan
Mird, Parc de  Espai 13
Montjuic - Fundacio Joan Mirg
08038 Parc de Montjuiic
Barcelona 08038 Barcelona

PANTS S0BRE L
sessio
ANTERIORS s

R 0504 A 1 by,

ACTIVITAT ADRECADA AL 5

€O PARTICIPANTS INscaiTs £y EL

CURS DE PROFESSORAT

E5Pai 13, Fundacid Joan ir
Parc de Montjuic
08038 Barcelona

3011 spor
-0 0Iss3s

Session ¢
Presentation of the
educational projects
Event only for the
participants enrollec
in the teacher trainin¢
course. Date, time
and location to be
confirmec

Sessio ¢

Presentacié del:
projectes educatius
Activitat adrecada al¢
participants inscrits er
el curs de professorat
Data, horaii lloc pe
confirmar


Priscila Fernandes
Too much repetition of similar images.
Take this one out and replace by a full spread_ image 02


Friction Pedagogies
Introductory session of the
Teachers’ Course [October 16,
2014]
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Friction Pedagogies

Session 2: Roundtable [October
30, 2014]: Pedagogical Alterna-
tives and the School. Assemblea
Groga (Oscar Simd), Inter-Accions
(Sergi Selvas and Marta Carrasco),
Escuela Quatre Cantons, and Centre
de Recursos Pedagogics Llibertaris
Josefa Martin Luengo
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Friction Pedagogies Session 4:
Conversation with the artist Priscila
Fernandes [November 27, 2014]:
Methodologies of Artistic Research
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